Active Chemistry Fun with the Periodic Table
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“A real puzzle master is rare,” says Scott Kim.
“There aren’t many of us in the world.” Scott is

a full-time puzzle master, living in San Francisco,
California. He creates all kinds of brainteasers. Scott
has designed three-dimensional puzzles based on the
art of M.C. Escher. He has also designed puzzles

for computer and video games, like the web game
“Bejeweled.” He even writes a monthly column on
puzzles for Discover Magazine.

Scott designs each puzzle to test a specific set of knowledge. Does that sound
familiar to you? That’s because the Chapter Challenge for Fun with the Periodic
Table is to create a game to do just that. Fun is also a goal in Scott’s puzzles, just
as it is for your game. According to Scott, the biggest mistake that new puzzle
masters make is to be too complicated. “Keep it fun and use simple concepts. The
concept should be easy for you to explain in the directions.” Also, it is helpful for
the instructions to include examples. Did you do that in your game?

Scott teaches others how to be puzzle masters. He advises new masters to design
a puzzle around a subject. “Think about what’s important to understand about
your puzzle. If you’re trying to make a puzzle out of the periodic table for
example, it might be useful that all the elements have letter symbols. Acronyms
are a good tool for letter puzzles.”

The testing phase is a crucial trial for a new puzzle. “The single most important
aspect of puzzle design is to test your product. Give the puzzle to your friend and
restrain yourself. Don’t give them hints. Let them struggle. Everything you need
to know is in that process. Then revise your puzzle and test it again.”
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